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Innovative Management Seeks to Protect the Rattlesnake
by Steve Martin
The Rattlesnake National 
Recreation Area and Wilderness 
(RNRAW) provides recreational 
opportunities of all kinds to many 
people in the Missoula area.
On any given day in the spring, 
summer, or fall, one can find people 
strolling along Rattlesnake Creek, 
looking for dropped antlers on 
Strawberry Ridge; fishing; admiring 
birds and wild-flowers; looking for 
signs of deer, elk, moose or beaver, 
jogging; riding horses; bicycling; or 
heading into the high country for a 
serious backpacking trip. Add to this 
the cross-country skiing opportunities 
in the winter, and it's easy to see why 
the Rattlesnake is such a popular area.
Unfortunately, conflict often 
accompanies popularity. Mix hikers, 
joggers, horse men/women, bicyclists 
and handicapped users, and the oppor­
tunity for conflict approaches the 
critical point In addition, when a 
popular place like the Rattlesnake is 
located so close to an urban area, the 
sheer number of people using it can 
lead to degradation of the resource— 
not only the physical or biological 
resource, but the "resource" of visitor 
experiences as well.
To deal with these and the many 
other issues that surface in managing 
the Rattlesnake, the U.S. Forest 
Service has turned to a relatively new 
system of management for the area. 
Known as the Limits of Acceptable 
Change (LAC), the system was bom 
of research on recreational carrying 
capacity by several Missoula scientists 
in the 1970’s.
It was first applied in the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex in the 
I980’s, and has since spread through­
out the nation into areas managed by 
the National Park Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, and the Forest 
Service.
As its name implies, the Limits of 
Acceptable Change system is set up to 
limit unnatural or unwanted changes to 
the resource (both physical and exper­
iential) and to keep such changes 
within acceptable limits. While past 
management systems have dealt with 
the problem of degradation by simply 
limiting the number of people allowed 
to use an area, the LAC system 
focuses directly on the conditions 
of the wilderness itself, Since any 
human use will produce at least some 
degree of change, the LAC process 
requires managers to define the degree 
of change that is acceptable, and then 
implement a management program that 
will maintain or achieve the desired 
conditions.
Defining what conditions are 
desirable, and what degree of change 
is acceptable, is a difficult task. To 
assist the Forest Service in this and 
all other phases of the LAC process, a 
public task force was organized. This 
task force is comprised primarily of 
private citizens who use the Rattle­
snake, and they represent the interests 
of various user groups, including such 
organizations as Friends of the 
Rattlesnake or Missoula Backcountry 
Horsemen, while others simply repre­
sent themselves. Key Forest Service 
officials with management responsi­
bility for the Rattlesnake round out the 
task force, but do not form a majority 
or hold any kind of veto power over 
the decisions of the task force;
The task force has been meeting 
about eight times a year for the past 
two years and recently completed the 
LAC process. Indicators representing 
particular components of the physical 
and experiential resources have been 
chosen (such as degree of solitude, 
density of campsites, and numbers and 
distribution of big game populations), 
and standards for acceptable condi­
tions have been defined for each of 
the indicators.
The diversity of recreational 
opportunities in the Rattlesnake has 
been maintained through the creation 
of six "opportunity classes," each of 
which defines and describes a basic 
type of opportunity to be preserved. 
The task force has essentially written 
a new management plan for the 
Rattlesnake, a plan designed to control 
degradation of the physical or exper-^ 
iential resources.
Of course, final implementation 
of the plan awaits full public review. 
But it is hoped that since the public 
has been involved from the beginning, 
any concerns or problems will have 
already been addressed.
As the public becomes more and 
more interested and active in manage­
ment decisions affecting its public 
lands, the Forest Service needs to 
incorporate public involvement and 
knowledge about individual areas. The 
Rattlesnake task force is an excellent 
example of this constructive public 
involvement.
(Steve Martin is a research specialist for 
UM's Institute for Tourism and Recreation 
Research. As a consultant, Steve has 
assisted the Lolo National Forest in 
implementing the LAC process in the 
Rattlesnake National Recreation Area and 
Wilderness. Steve earned his master's 
degree in Recreation Resource 





Using as a classroom over five million 
acres of wilderness in the Wild Rockies, the
University of Montana is now offering the 
16th Annual Wilderness and Civilization
Program.
The program, which focuses on under­
standing wilderness and wildlands and their 
relationship to contemporary American 
society, begins in September with a two- 
week backpacking trip in a western Mon­
tana wilderness area. During this time stu­
dents and faculty share a common wilder­
ness experience and learn first-hand of 
major wilderness management problems and 
issues. Upon returning to campus, students 
begin two quarters of intensive readings, 
writings, discussion and project work. This 
program is interdisciplinary, bringing 
together courses from the humanities, sci­
ences and social sciences. The program 
culminates in March with another two-week 
wilderness trip in the southwest.
Wilderness and Civilization is a thorough 
and consuming learning experience which 
leaves a lasting impression on all 
involved. Application deadline is June 15.
Pre-Register Now!
For more information contact: 
Wilderness Institute 
School of Forestry University of Montana 
Missoula. MT 59812 (406) 243-5361
CLEARING
The Wilderness Institute has been 
serving students at the University of 
Montana and the people of this state 
for over 15 years. The Institute seeks 
to promote the development and 
dissemination of factual information 
about wilderness and wilderness 
management. Short courses, seminar 
series, lectures, publications, and other 
activities help to fulfill this objective. 
Current efforts, under the leadership of 
director Alan McQuillan, include: a 
computerized mapping of Montana’s 
forest lands; expansion of the 
Wilderness and Civilization Program 
to a two quarter course offering, and 
an undergraduate summer program in 
wildlands planning.
Wilderness and environmental 
concerns in our region are at an all 
time high and the Wilderness Institute 
will continue to play an important 
educational role in these issues for 
years to come.
In an effort to encourage your support, 
the Wilderness Institute is currently 
offering a copy of Clearing, a 
collection of Matthew Hansen’s poems 
published by the Kutenai Press. Matt 
Hansen was the stepson of the late 
Montana poet, Richard Hugo. Matt 
was a UM Honors Graduate in 
Montana history, and a former student 
of the Wilderness and Civilization 
Program.’ Among other things. Matt 
devoted considerable energy to 
projects in wilderness studies, 
Montana history, and poetry. It was 
Matt’s belief that through research and 
writing, we might be able to gain a 
deeper sense of relationship to the 
spirit of the land, and that a wider 
knowledge of Montana’s wildland 
heritage will encourage its protection. 
Prior to his untimely death from 
cancer, Malt completed a manuscript 
of his poems titled, Clearing.
Matthew Hansen died at the age of 
twenty-three. In his book, Clearing, 
are 16 titles we celebrate and savor; 
568 lines, each one of them meant and 
musical — each word like a single 
blade of prairie bunchgrass or solitary 
mountain stone that Matthew 
considered significant and beautiful. 
Put first your ear, then your eye, then 
your heart to each of these lines. You 
will believe
Everything that lives in sunlight 
throws a shadow — 
you will believe in the immortality of 
love and wisdom.
—Paul Zarzyski
For a minimum $ 7 donation to the 
Wilderness Institute, you will receive a 
copy of Clearing. This is a fine 
collection of Montana poetry which we 
feel sure you will appreciate. Your 
generous contribution will help the 
Wilderness Institute carry on the spirit 
of Matt's work. Thanks.
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Human Rights and Ecology Highlight Heavy Runner Speech
by Mark Ratledge
In the words of Floyd "Tinyman" 
Heavy Runner, chief of the Blackfeet 
Crazy Dog Society, few Indians have 
enjoyed the basic human rights that 
other Americans have historically 
taken for granted.
At a conference at the University 
of Montana in Missoula on April 16, 
Heavy Runner spoke on human rights 
and ecology, in relation to the pending 
decision by the Forest service to issue 
permits to drill for oil and gas in 
the Badger-Two Medicine area of the 
Lewis and Clark National Forest
"What are human rights to 
Americans? Life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. These are things 
that few Indians have enjoyed since 
our enfranchisement as citizens of the 
United States."
As spokesman for the Crazy Dogs, 
traditionally the military wing of 
the Blackfeet Nation, Heavy Runner 
announced that his organization has 
applied to the United Nations World 
Heritage Committee in an attempt to 
preserve the roadless area located 
between Glacier National Park and the 
Great Bear Wilderness. He maintains 
the Badger-Two Medicine is sacred 
ground to the Blackfcct, used for 
fasting and medicinal plant gathering, 
and any exploration or drilling activity 
would destroy the spiritual nature of 
the area.
Since the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS), which was 
completed last fall, recommends 
exploration, and the area has not been 
delegated wilderness by any bill in 
Congress, Heavy Runner says his 
application to the United Nations is an 
attempt to bring in outside help to 
force the Forest Service to be "good 
stewards of the land."
"In 1988, the Supreme Court of 
the United States struck hard at the 
first American’s rights when it held 
that the First Amendment guarantee of 
religious expression does not include 
Native American religious ecological 
practices surrounding sacred grounds. 
In his dissenting opinion. Justice
Brennan states that, "given today’s 
ruling, that freedom amounts to 
nothing more than the right to believe 
that their religion will be destroyed." 
The DEIS takes into consideration 
the American Indian Religious Free­
dom Act, in that it states that if the 
Forest Service provides a good faith 
effort to consult the affected groups 
and suggests ways to mitigate relig­
ious concerns, a "project determined to 
be in the best interest of the American 
people can proceed."
According to Heavy Runner, there 
is no separation between Human 
Rights, ecology, and the spiritual 
life. In dividing humans away from 
the earth, the spiritual ties are also 
broken, and as a result, man subdues 
the earth in an effort to live in a 
modem manner. The Badger-Two 
Medicine is the last place for the 
Blackfeet, Heavy Runner says, to 
practice their right to traditional 
religion in an undisturbed area.
"What could possibly be in the 
best interests of the American people 
that only insures that we have no 
future along with the other nations of 
the world? What national security is 
there in promoting the degradation of 
the global environment through the 
continued exploiting of fossil fuels? 
This is (the oil company’s) their 
justification to destroy you also."
The Blackfeet ceded the Badger- 
Two Medicine to the US Government 
in 1895, but retained hunting and 
fishing rights, which arc interpreted to 
include traditional religious rights. 
The Lewis and Clark National Forest 
seeks to issue permits to drill to 
Chevron and American Petrofina, and 
the final decision could come this 
summer. Heavy Runner maintains that 
the Forest Service is ignoring obvious 
indications of use by traditionalists.
Archaeological surveys done by 
the Forest Service for the DEIS turned 
up ho significant cultural sites, 
although it states that an intensive 
search would be made if and when a 
drilling site is set. However, a private 
survey, commissioned for the DEIS 
from Ethnoscience of Billings, found 
sites and acknowledged use of the area 
currently by traditionalists. It 
suggested that disruptions to the spirits 
could be minimized by making proper 
atonements through "Blackfeet ritual 
specialists."
The DEIS states that the Blackfeet 
traditionalists were involved as much 
as possible throughout the drafting of 
the proposals, but they were reluctant 
to discuss specific concerns and 
locations because of the sensitive 
nature of the information.
In response to the concerns of the 
traditionalists, John D. Gorman, 
Supervisor of the Lewis and Clark 
National Forest, has said that "it is the 
government’s position that they cannot 
satisfy every citizens religious needs 
for large areas of undisturbed 
naturalness."
The Blackfeet Tribal Business 
Council, The Pikuni (Blackfeet) 
Traditionalist Association, and the 
Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance all 
oppose drilling. The Environmental 
Protection Agency has suggested that 
drilling be transferred elsewhere so as 
to not disturb Blackfeet practices. 
The Department of the Interior has 
expressed concerns for Glacier Park 
visitors .in the event of a well blow 
out, and Representative Williams of 
Montana has entered his own special 
bill in Congress for further study of 
the Badger-Two Medicine area.
Mark Ratledge is a senior in English at 
UM, a freelance writer and photographer.
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Wilderness Journal
Steve Maher is a Philosophy Junior and an English Major with an emphasis on Wilderness Studies. 
He participated in the Wilderness and Civilization Program in 1988-89. This unedited essay was written 
as an assignment during Ron Erickson’s class, Ethics, Beauty and the Environment (EVST 301 
Students were given one half hour to describe something of beauty.
Utter stillness. The canyon walls radiated mid-day sun 
as heat against my backand legs. (But in the shade it was cool 
and the desert tolerable. Across the canyon floor and up a 
hundred or so feet in the pocked and pitted sandstone, a large, 
very black raven perched on a small shelf I watched it as it 
watched everything.
After a short while of standing, bending, and inspect­
ing, the raven dropped from the ledge, wings tucked, and fell 
towards the canyon bottom. Its wings spread briefly and then 
flapped. In the stillness I heard clearly the flap of its wings 
across a nameless canyon. It flapped again and again as it 
too kflight and each flap I saw was followed briefly by the 
hollow 'whoosh' of its wings. It raised itself above the rim 
of the canyon and disappeared from my view. I waited in the 
still canyon, perched atop my own shady ledge.
Time passed.
(from above and somewhere far off, the raven called 
once, the sound carrying and echoing back in to the canyon 
where I waited. Then it called again and the sound was 
louder and clearer. The raven was coming back die soared 
across the canyon rim, noiselessly his shadow followed on the 
rock wall, the sandy bottom, the other canyon wall It circled 
above, turning to lookinto the canyon it had left. In its 
mouth were twigs. Then it came lower into the canyon, glid­
ing towards the ledge it had left and flapped once more to 
slow itself and light backanto the ledge with an abrupt pop­
ping sound, (from the ledge, it walked into a small round hole 
in the rock stdl holding the twigs in its mouth. It disap­
peared completely into the hole-- not a feather remained in 
sight.
(from within the hole came a conversational mumble­
squawk and the distant answer of another raven within the 
same hole. There was a brief pause, and the raven reappeared 
on the ledge, standing, bending, inspecting the canyon below. 
Then again it dropped off its ledge and flew, with the sound 
of its flapping in my ears, out of sight.
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PISS FIR
She has finished the baking but she stands 
in front of the kitchen window watching 
two small boys in white T-shirts and jeans 
climbing the splintered pine fence 
to throw fistfuls of grass to 
six winter-thin horses and two mules.
Their rough manes are matted with burrs and twigs 
from dying piss firs they sheltered under, 
rusting giants with slow falling shadows 
sliding across what she calls a slow day 
in a suspended season.
Spring comes slow to Montana.
■ ■If. ■■■ —■
The Moon
No one knows how old the white mule is.
He will go to the sale ring next fall 
because he has a perverse habit |
of breaking down the fences 
and kicking new colts to death.
She puts five yellow candles on the cake 
she has frosted with chocolate icing, 
five slender candles and five generations 
of subsisting on the same stretch of land 
of raising horses and selling horses 
and celebrating birthdays 
while trees grow and decay. ■
Prisoner of our eyes, confidante of the earth, 
rebellion of the sun,
I’ve seen your battered face, you’ve seen ours. 
I’ve found my way with your gentle light, 
you’ve seen the earth in its petty flight
And yes, I’ve held my lover tight, and praised 
the presence of your sight.
But, you once shone for more simple men 
who loved our land with a strong, yet soft hand
The mule must be at least thirty four 
she guesses, then tries to push back the thought 
with a quick movement, fluttering, mothlike, 
wondering why it upsets her so much 
to notice how the dogwood edging the woods 
has almost obscured the last three great firs, 
or why suddenly she aches 
for the numbing snow of winter.
— Laurel Cheff
Oh orb of time, there’ll soon come a day 
where you can rest and sigh and jest 
for we will overcome our ignorant ways 
and live again much simpler days.
We will glance to see your brow unfurl and you’ll 




Mining operations are not the 
sort of activities one usually expects 
to find in a wilderness. While wilder­
ness is generally considered to be an 
area uncontrolled by the influence of 
man, exploring for and extracting 
mineral resources are obviously human 
activities which affect the natural 
environment.
However, mining was allowed in 
national forest wilderness areas up 
until December 31, 1983, and is still 
permitted on claims which were valid­
ated before this date. How does one 
account for this inconsistency? A 
review of historical legislation 
concerning both mining and wilder­
ness should lend some insight
The General Mining Law of 1872 
continues to this day to govern the 
mining of "hardrock" minerals, includ­
ing gold, copper, and silver, on public 
lands. This 1872 legislation is a 
remnant of America’s land disposition 
policy and the frontier free enterprise 
system. It remains an invitation to 
citizens to explore for and develop 
mineral resources on the public lands, 
and provides the opportunity to 
acquire a patent (fee title) to the 
surface land above the mineral deposit
Certain required steps must be 
performed by the miner, in order to 
establish a valid claim to these 
"locateabie" minerals governed by the 
1872 Mining Law. First, a valuable 
mineral deposit- must be discovered. 
A. valuable deposit is generally one 
which can be mined, processed, and 
marketed at a profit
Discovery of the vein or lode 
is followed by location. Locating a 
claim involves marking the boundaries 
on the land, recording the claim in 
the appropriate county land office and 
with the federal Bureau of Land Man­
agement and doing annual assessment 
work. After these steps are complet­
ed, the miner has an unpatented 
mining claim.
To proceed to patent the claim, 
one must file in the appropriate land 
office and perform additional labor.
Patents issued for mining claims with 
valuable mineral deposits discovered 
after 1964 in national forest wilderness 
areas reserve the surface rights to the 
United States.
By 1920, fossil fuel minerals 
(coal, oil, gas) were considered 
"leasable," rather than locateable. 
The Mineral Act of 1920 governs the 
mining of these and certain other 
mineral claims. The procedures for 
leasing are quite different than those 
for locating mining claims. While the 
location of mining claims is a right 
granted by law, leasing is entirely at 
the discretion of the federal govern­
ment. Leasing includes annual rental 
and royalty payments to the United 
States and may include the use of 
competitive bidding for extraction 
rights.
In 1964, the Wilderness Act was 
passed, after eight long years of 
debate and 65 revisions. The spirit 
of compromise is apparent in the final 
document, for many "allowable, yet 
non-conforming" uses of the 
wilderness are permitted.
Mineral exploration and extraction 
were allowed in national forest wilder­
ness areas until December 31, 1983, 
and were governed by the appropriate 
mining law and also section 4(d)(3) of 
the Wilderness Act. After that date, 
subject of valid existing rights 
established by discovering a valuable 
mineral deposit before the deadline, 
the general mining laws are no longer 
operable in wilderness areas.
However, section 4(d)(2) of the 
Wilderness Act provides for continued 
mineral exploration, with two 
important qualifiers:
1) This activity must be conducted 
in a manner which is "compatible with 
the preservation of the wilderness 
environment"
2) Exploration CANNOT lead to 
"location” of mining claims, nor the 
establishment of any new rights to 
extract/own any mineral deposit
The national "energy crisis" of 
the early 1970’s fueled the fires of 
controversy concerning mineral leasing 
in designated, wilderness areas. The 
search for domestic sources of fossil 
fuel led to hundreds of lease appli­
cations along the Overthrust Belt, an 
oil-bearing geologic formation along 
the Rocky Mountain Front The Bob 
Marshall Wilderness in Montana and 
the Washakie Wilderness in Wyoming 
were the focus of intense exploration 
and extraction interests.
After many political battles, 
legislation which prohibited mineral 
leasing in designated wilderness areas 
was passed in September 1982.
Now that the deadline imposed in 
the Wilderness Act for establishing 
new claims to minerals has passed, 
attention has shifted to valid existing 
claims located within wilderness areas. 
Two of the most controversial exist­
ing, valid claims within Montana are 
ASARCO’s Rock Creek project and 
Noranda Mineral Company’s Montan- 
ore project
Both ventures plan extensive 
mines and mills to access copper and 
silver ore bodies located beneath the 
Cabinet Mountains Wilderness Area, 
near Libby. ASARCO’s project plans 
to access their claims from a site 
located in the Rock Creek drainage 
west 6f Noxon. Noranda’s project 
would be located on the Libby side of 
the Cabinets. Each project is 
anticipated to mine upwards of 10,000 
tons of ore per day with an expected 
mine life of nearly 30 years.
Many complex issues surround 
this management concern: How to 
manage mining in wilderness and yet 
preserve the natural characteristics 
which make an area wild? These 
issues promise to challenge wilderness 
managers, and concerned wilderness 
enthusiasts, for many, many years to 
come.
(Compiled from information available from 
the Wilderness Institute and the Cabinet 
Resource Group, a grassroots 
environmental organization in Lincoln 
County.)
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Treaty Rights and the Sacred Pipe
by Woody Kipp
It was 1972 and I was on my way 
to Washington D.C. as a member of a 
protest caravan billed as "The Trail 
of Broken Treaties." The caravan had 
been stopping at Indian reservations as 
it moved toward D.C. From the Pine 
Ridge reservation in South Dakota, the 
caravan went to Rapid City. We were 
met in Rapid City by a group of 
Indian people, among whom was Celio 
Black Crow, a Sioux "medicine man."
Up until that day I had never 
really been exposed to native religion, 
the religion of the sacred ways of the 
pipe. In non-native society a pipe 
is simply an instrument used in the 
smoking of tobacco. Tobacco is 
simply another plant which is used 
in the bad habit of smoking.
Up until that day I had been 
taught the ways of the Catholic 
church. To this day I respect those 
ways, though I no longer am a 
practicing Catholic. On that day, 
under the faces of the "Shrine of 
Democracy"—Mount Rushmore- 
Lakota people call it the "Shrine 
of Hypocrisy," I was introduced to 
the teachings of the sacred pipe. 
Black Crow had us sit in a circle and 
we smoked in a sacred manner. It is a 
human right to believe what your 
grandfathers have believed.
We protested in Washington D. C. 
The protest negotiations broke down 
and we ended up occupying the BIA 
building in D.C. for the week 
preceding the 1972 presidential 
election. The protest was focused on 
the 371 ratified treaties which were 
signed between native nations and the 
U.S. government Treaty rights and the 
sacred pipe go to gether. The treaty 
rights spelled out rights our grand­
fathers retained in their country'. That 
phrase "their country” is important 
Non-natives have a way of re­
membering us in a recent way. They 
somehow seem to think of us in terms 
of the cramped reservation lands 
where our people have been forced to 
dwell since the signing of the treaties. 
They have never been taught the true 
history of the relationships between 
the white man and the red man. They 
have never been taught that honor and 
dignity were the prime requisites for 
determining the character of a man or 
woman in the days when the sacred 
pipe was honored as the instrument 
which tied man to' the powers of the 
Great Mystery. The history books that 
have been used to teach children in 
the public school system presented 
natives in such negative terms we, for 
a long while, began to believe these 
things ourselves.
The Blackfoot Confederacy 
touched the boundaries of the Great 
Sioux Nation to the cast. It touched 
the country of the Crow to the south­
east. It touched the country of the 
Salish and Kootenai to the west. It 
touched the country of the Assiniboine 
to the northeast To the north were 
the Crees and the Sarsi. Our history 
is not mute. It speaks to us every 
time treaty rights are mentioned; it 
speaks to us every time another square 
foot of sacred ground is purchased for 
economic development Treaty right 
and the sacred pipe—treaty rights 
speak of land and as natives we are of 
the land. The land and the sacred pipe 
go together. The pipe is of the land 
and we are of the pipe.
In the eighteen years since I 
sat below Mount Rushmore with 
Black Crow and smoked in a sacred 
manner, I have seen many native 
people return to the ways of their 
ancestors. They have found fulfill­
ment in the ways of their ancestors.
I have also seen many non-natives 
who have seriously approached the 
ceremonies of the sacred pipe and 
been given an understanding of their 
relationship to the forces of the earth— 
those seen and unseen. To understand 
man's relationship to the earth in this 
way is a human right.
The treaties arc legal documents 
that must be adjudicated in courts of 
law controlled by members of the 
dominant society, who typically have 
no knowledge of the teaching of the 
sacred pipe and what it means to be 
related to all living things. These 
individuals have been deprived of one 
of the basic rights of humankind-that 
of knowing who they are as spiritual 
beings. Treaty rights, therefore, 
become simply another tool of main­
taining control of the land and its 
wealth.
Blackfeet Brave Dog leader, 
Floyd Heavy Runner, in an address 
given during Earth Week on the UM 
campus, quoted Chief Seattle:
"Even the White Man, whose God 
walked and talked with him as friend 
to friend, cannot be exempt from 
common destiny. We may be brothers 
after all. We shall see. One thing 
we know, which the White Man may 
someday discover, our God is the 
same God. You may think that you 
own him, as you wish to own our 
land, but you cannot He is the God 
of man, and his compassion is equal 
for the Red Man and the White Man. 
This earth is precious to him and to 
harm the earth is to heap contempt on 
its Creator. The Whiles, too, shall 
pass; perhaps sooner than all other 
tribes. Contaminate your own bed and 
you will, one night, suffocate in your 
own waste."
The right to protect your mother 
from harm is a human right It is a 
right of those who understand the 
earth as their mother in a biological 
sense, not just as a convenient 
metaphor. The forces of economic 
development would keep the struggle 
over wild lands in the arena of legal 
procedure, dominated by those who 
can afford to spend the most money. 
We, as natives, do not talk the same 
language as the forces of development.
As natives who believe in the 
teachings of the sacred pipe, we have 
no hidden agendas when it comes to 
treaty rights, human rights or the right 
of the natural world to function in a 
way that will ensure future human and 
animal survival. However, in order to 
discuss the issue of human rights,’one 
must deal with human beings and that 
seems to be our major hurdle.
IVoorfy Kipp is a UM Journalism major 
and a feature columnist for the Kaimin.
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Several Steps Towards a Healthier Mother
by Tom Butts
The most comprehensive advice anyone could give or receive concerning steps towards a healthier earth, or a healthier 
life, is: SIMPLY SIMPLIFY!
In our society even the notion of simplifying one’s life either sounds like deprivation or becomes loaded down with 
manuals and gadgets on "How to Simplify Your Life!" Risking both, I will never-the-less continue with a few thoughts.
The two quickest and surest ways to simplify, and to help body, soul, and Mother Earth, are:
1) DRIVE YOUR CAR LESS! Cars use up fossil fuels, rare metals, lots of space, oxygen, and contribute to air 
pollution, water pollution, landfill overfill, laziness, global warming, noise pollution, and so on. The average American 
contributes more carbon each year to the biosphere through his use of his automobile than the car weighs. Riding a bike or 
walking is good for your health.
2) CONSUME LESS OF EVERYTHING! Our entire economy is based on the notion that everyone has unlimited 
desires and that it is necessary to attempt to fulfill these wants and needs. Break that pattern! Prove ’em wrong! Most of 
us in this country could consume a tenth of what we do and still have more we need and a lot of what we don’t need than 
most of the people in the rest of the world. Profligate consumption uses up rain forests, temperate forests, minerals 
including fossil fuels, and water. It contributes to landfill overfill, air and water pollution, the destruction of our forests and 
our seas, our mountains, and our wildlife and our biosphere including everything residing in or on it. It maintains an 
inhumane and unjust political and economic mindsets worldwide. Break the pattern! Simplify!
And there are further steps, if you need them:
3) Every time you purchase anything, ask the following questions:
a. Do I really need this?
b. Can I get by without it?
c. Will it improve the quality of my life?
d. Will it lower the quality of any other life?
e. Where did it come from?
f. Where will it go?
You will not be able to ask these questions every time, but if you even begin to ask them occasionally they will alter your 
purchasing patterns and lead towards simplification.
4) Learn everything you need to know in order to answer the above questions. Did you know that the mercury in each 
flashlight battery you throw away will eventually leach out and pollute more than 100 gallons of water? Where will those 
styrofoam cups we use end up? Where do my tropical fish come from and how might my purchase of them lead to the 
destruction of the world’s coral reefs? Where did the hamburger 1 ate from a styrofoam box come from? How does the 
raising of beef contribute to the destruction of rain forests? Does my use of coffee and bananas keep people half a globe 
away in poverty, as well as wreaking havoc on tropical eco-systems? How does my eating of shrimp or tuna contribute to 
the potential extinction of sea turtles or dolphins? Does the light that I leave on in the living room contribute to potential 
nuclear waste disposal problems and hazards to the great grand-children of my great grand-children?
5) Once you decide to purchase something, dispose of whatever may be left over properly.
If you can’t eat it, then:
a. COMPOST IT or,
b. RECYCLE IT or,
c. GIVE IT TO SOMEBODY THAT CAN USE IT.
6) Learn how to be an organic gardener. Treat your body like you treat your garden. Treat your garden like a temple.
7) Take off your shoes and get mud between your Loes once in a while.




We suck the foamy water 
that streams from the mountains, 
damn her milky flow.
We strip away her sage dress, 
grab the soft clay of her thighs, 
discover the moss between her legs, 
drill deep into her,
find warm oil, sacred ovals of coal.
We plow through her flesh, 
dig so deep we rip
the muscles of her heart 
and now she is taking us.
She raised us and still we ignore 
her voice screaming from inside 
ourselves.
Unsatisfied we yank out her grassy hair, 
chop off her fingers and arms 
break them into logs and two by fours, 
leave her roots overflowing with water.
In Defense of the Rock
by Steve Porcella
When one visits Yosemite Valley 
in the summer time, the effect can be 
stifling. Congested with cars, motor 
homes, and buses, the valley can take 
on the appearance of a downtown 
suburb. By evening the thick, hovering 
smoke from thousands of campfires, 
bums your eyes making you wonder 
why you are there.
If you are a rock climber, getting 
onto the rock, high above the Valley, 
is the most important goal. Once there 
the air is pure, the view, spectacular 
and the tranquility, soothing.
But unlike the potentially reversible 
pollution and congestion occurring in 
the valley below, an irreversible 
environmental disturbance is occurring 
on the rocks above. This new destruc­
tion is being implemented by people 
who belong to the same fraternal 
group as that of John Muir and David 
Brower. They are climbers. Unlike 
their predecessors, these new climbers 
are devoid of any reverence for the 
environment Their only concern is 
how quickly they can create a new 
route up a rock face. The methods 
these climbers are resorting to in 
order to save time are devastating.
In the old days, climbers started 
from the ground and worked up. Often 
their only equipment consisted of 
some hand-forged metal pins that were 
hammered into cracks for protection, 
some hemp rope, a ball-peen hammer 
and some tennis shoes. As the routes 
with continuous cracks were all 
mastered, climbers started looking at 
the more blank, featureless walls. For 
protection when climbing these blank 
faces, the use of bolts like those 
used in concrete construction became 
popular.
Although placing a bolt means 
drilling a permanent hole into the rock 
and can be considered destructive, 
most of the routes in which these 
bolts were used occurred on ground up 
ascents.
Ground up ascents, by their very 
nature, are difficult and time
consuming, not to mention dangerous. 
Imagine hanging all of your weight 
from a piece of metal hooked on a 
small, perhaps loose flake of rock. 
You are fifteen feet out from your last 
protection and every time you swing 
your hammer against your drill bit, 
you have the sensation of falling at 
any moment.
The very act of a ground up ascent 
is true to the nature of the sport, but 
most importantly, it is limiting. In 
other words, the vast majority of 
climbers are not going to be elbowing 
each other to put a ground-up route 
on a relatively blank face. Only the 
hardy, those possessing the skill and 
determination, will put up the route.
In Yosemite Valley it is said that 
all of the cracks and all of the difficult 
faces have been climbed. This is hard
to believe when one looks at the 
enormous quantity of rock. It is, 
however, true. All that is left now for 
new routes are the extremely blank 
faces.
The current generation of climbers 
are impatient to add their names to 
new routes in the Valley, and perhaps 
lacking the mettle of their predeces­
sors are resorting to first rappelling 
down the walls to place the bolts 
either by hand or by electric drill. 
Once the bolts are placed, the climber 
merely climbs the route and claims a 
first ascent In the mad rush to get 
their name on anything, anywhere^nd 
anyhow, these "rap-bolters" are now 
placing bolts next to obviously 
protectable cracks. Routes only 4 to 6
feet apart from each other are 
beginning to appear and, in order to 
facilitate climbing, handholds are often 
chipped or superglued to the rock. Is 
there a better definition for eternal 
greed than driving bolts or scarring 
rock forever just so that your name 
can be listed as the first ascent?
Many of these "new era" climbers, 
when confronted with their question­
able climbing ethics, are vitriolic 
and haughty in their belief that "we 
can do anything we wank" But what 
about Yosemite? Doesn’t everyone 
who enjoys the Park have a say in 
whether or not this destruction 
should continue? There has actually 
been talk of drilling and gluing 
Metolius handholds up the face of El 
Capitan, making it the longest artificial 
free climb in the world. Would the
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National Park Service and Americans 
in general, tolerate such an act of 
desecration?
Today, there is a small group of 
individuals who are doing all they 
can to stop the destruction and keep 
Yosemite the traditional climbing area 
it has always been. Recently, over 50 
boils that were put up by rappel!, 
were smashed off a granite dome in 
Tuolomne Meadows; proof positive, 
that the traditionalists are not the 
only ones concerned for the Valley.
Robin Ingram, known for his work 
in the preservation of historic 
mountain registers in the Sierra 
Nevada, has been compiling survey 
data in the hope of using the 
information against the continued 
practice of rappell bolting.
An immediate question that may 
come to mind is why does Montana 
have to worry about what goes on in 
California? Isolated mullings will 
not stop the inevitable. Montana 
contains many incredible granite 
domes, buttresses, and rock walls, 
some of which have already seen 
some rappell-bolting activity.
At what point in the future will 
it become socially acceptable for 
people to put up routes by rappell? 
Will these people be locals, or visitors 
looking for a new area?
The answers lie on the cliffs and 
mountains that tower over our hazy 
valleys and smoggy metropolitan 
areas. If we are to save the rock for 
future generations of Montanans and 
visitors we must make it clear that 
traditional style ground-up ethics are 
as natural as the wildness that 
pervades. '
Steve Porcella is a graduate student of 
Microbiology with a B.S. in Aquatic 
Biology from U.C., Santa Barbara. Steve 
has been an avid climber for 20 years in 
the Pacific Northwest, the Northern 
Rockies and Yosemite and is currently 
writing a climbing and historical guide to 
California's 14,000 ft. peaks.
WILD EVENTS CALENDAR
(
May 7-Juiy 13 Public Comment Period: Blackleaf Field Development Project Draft Environmental
Impact Statement. This Bureau of Land Management project proposes to build 12 miles of new roads 
into the roadless lands of the Rocky Mountain Front in order to drill 12 oil and gas wells. The wells, 
located near the Bob Marshall Wilderness, would extend from the North Fork of Dupuyer Creek down 
to the Tbton River. Comments and information requests can be addressed to:
Doug Burger, BLM, Box 2865, Great Falls, MT 59403
May-Sept. The Montana Wilderness Association invites you to join their 27th season of Wilderness Walks. This 
annual program is an excellent introduction to the diverse wild places of Montana, its roadless lands in 
need of protection and the designated wilderness areas that make this state so unique. These trips offer 
opportunities to learn about wildlife, plants, history, geology, resource management, and the values of 
remote solitude and untrammeled wilderness. MWA’s members are volunteer trip leader^ and each has a 
special understanding of the area to be visited; and there is no charge for volunteer services. Upcoming 
trips include:
May 13: Bear Trap Canyon (Lee Metcalf Wilderness)
May 20: Casey Meadows (Elkhorn Mountains)
June 2: Two Medicine Ridge Walk (Rocky Mountain Front)
To request a complete schedule of the 1990 Wilderness Walks, write: Montana Wilderness Association 
PO Box 635, Helena, MT 59624
Copyright 1989-90 by Bbnds on Wilderness
All rights remain with the authors and artists. Reproduction without permission is prohibited. All opinions and 
views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the editors or staff of WSIC.
Words on Wilderness wants your input! We need wilderness graphics, poems, short stories, feature articles, and our 
reader's opinions and suggestions. If you would like to contribute, contact; Editor, Words on Wilderness, Department 
of Forestry (Rm 207). University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812 or call (406) 243-5361. We look forward to 
hearing from you!





Ron and Layah Cottonwood of Unity! 
Screen Printing have created this 
beautiful 6-color poster for the 
Pikuni Traditionalists Association. 
Their work is an effort to raise 
funds for. legal expenses incurred by 
this- Blackfeet Indian organization in 
their continuing battle to preserve 
the natural and spiritual integrity of 
the Badger-Two Medicine area.
This 139,000 acre wildland area, 
I located next to Glacier National Park
I and the Bob Marshall Wilderness, is
i being threatened by oil and gas de-
[ velopment. The area has long been 
considered sacred to traditional 
Blackfeet religion.
Limited edition. Only 80 posters 
will be made. Posters are $25. plus 
$3. for postage and packaging. Do not 
send money now. To place an order 
write;
Poster, Box 9021, 
Missoula, Montana 59807
Limit one per person.
Wilderness Studies and Information Center
Wilderness Institute (406) 243-5361
Room 207 Forestry Bldg. University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 59812
